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Chapter 1 
 

.ƻǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ 
John Hales 

 
 

f you want to come as near to flying as we are likely to get in 

this generation, learn to ride a pneumatic bicycle,ò touted the 

author of an 1895 article on ñwheeling.ò1 In an age when 

travelling from one place to another meant hitching up a horse or 

setting off on foot, the bicycle seemed as much of a miracle as 

sprouting a set of wings. For the first time people could go where and 

when they wanted, all for the price of a good ñwheel,ò which was 

well within reach of most middle-class wage earners.2 The relative 

ease of covering ground coupled with ñan independence éthat one 

doesnôt feel in driving [a horse]ò3 created a bicycling craze that swept 

the nation in the 1890s.  

 
Twenty-year old Johnny Hales,4 ña handsome lad with curly light 

brown hair and clear blue eyes,ò5 was among the many young men 

who could be seen pedaling up and down the streets of Bountiful, 

Utah, during the summer of 1894. Large groups of cyclists were a 

ñI 

 
Johnny Hales around 1890. 
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common sight; it seemed almost everyone was anxious to take 

advantage of the new ñhealth-giving and pleasurable pastime for 

people of all ages.ò6  The Salt Lake Tribune regularly reported on 

bicycle races and statistics in a column entitled ñWheel Notes,ò and 

riding was promoted as ñan economical touring deviceéproviding 

easy access to the great outdoors.ò7   

 
Johnny and his friend Joe Atkinson decided to embark on a great 

outdoor adventure of their own that very summer. Johnny and Joe 

ñleft on their wheels for the Yellowstone National Park,ò in July, 

according to The Davis County Clipper,8 a three hundred and sixty 

mile journey one way on modern highways that was no doubt longer 

on the primitive roads of the day. Roads were rough at best, little 

more than dusty trails which quickly turned to into a quagmire in any 

rainstorm. Johnny and Joe had to carry their bikes over flooded or 

muddy patches of road, and pushed their wheels down railroad tracks 

and trestles where no roads existed. 

 
The young men no doubt had a copy of ñThe Road and Hand-Bookò 

in their packs, a touring guide issued by The League of American 

Wheelmen which included many ñnever-before published maps, inns 

and places of interest along the way.ò9 According the handbook, it 

was possible to cover as many as fifty miles a day on a bicycle, 

passing by uninteresting tracts of country twice as fast as anyone 

could travel on foot. By pacing themselves, the boys could make 

thirty miles by lunchtime, ñgetting off to walk up all hills that deserve 

the name, and stopping to pick a flower or admire a view whenever 

the spirit prompts,ò10 before pressing on until it was time to set up 

evening camp along the road. It was easy enough to put up a primitive 

tent of light weight canvas, using their pair of bicycles for support. If 

they were lucky, they might find one of the few inns scattered along 

the route. Their guidebook suggested bikers ñcarry handkerchiefs, a 

toothbrush and a change in underwear,ò warning that ñthe condition 

of sheets in some country inns might well necessitate sleeping in 

oneôs underwear.ò11  

 

Johnny and Joe spent the rest of the summer touring through the 

untamed country of southeastern Idaho, ñwheeling quietly up and 

down hill and across the valley, miles away from so-called 

civilization,ò12 visiting Uncle Frank Hales13 on his ranch outside of 

Rexburg, where Johnny caught a glimpse of his future. Johnny took 

note of the wide open country stretching out before him and talked 

with the cowhands about Idahoôs reputation for fertile farming. Later 

that fall, he took the advice of a fellow wheelman, ñcounting up how 

many glorious days, how many bits of scenery and of adventure are 

well worth remembering,ò 14  and determined to someday have an 

Idaho farm of his own.  
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The popular 1894 Union model. 

 

Bike Benefits 

ñAs any bicyclist knows, walking seems intolerably slow after the 

wheel,ò wrote a biking enthusiast in 1895. Part of the appeal of 

cycling was the speed and distance a rider could cover in a 

relatively short period of time. Young men vied with each other to 

see how fast they could pedal, earning the name of ñscorchersò 

for the way they blazed down the roads. Racers were called 

ñcracks,ò and the impromptu sprint races between riders meeting 

on the street were called ñdrags.ò  The experience really did 

become a drag if an unwary cyclist happened to encounter one of 

the many bike-breaking, tire-punching obstacles on the 

unimproved roads, such as deep puddles, wheel ruts and sharp 

stones.  Although short-lived, the cycling mania helped launch a 

movement for road improvement, ultimately leading to todayôs 

nationôs system of paved streets and highways. 
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Bountiful Childhood 
 

There were three generations of the Stephen Hales family living in the 

big frame house along Salt Lake Cityôs North Temple Street15 in 

1874: Stephen Senior,16 who had joined the church in Canada thirty-

eight years before; Stephen Junior,17 who was born in Garden Grove, 

Iowa, just before the family crossed the plains; and little Stephen,18 

the first of his generation to be born in the Salt Lake Valley. The two 

Hales men were stone cutters, employed at the temple worksite just 

across the street, where they spent the better part of each day except 

Sunday sizing and dressing stone blocks hauled out of the canyon by 

ox cart teams. Stephen Jr. and his wife Jane Alice19 had gratefully 

accepted the offer to share living quarters with the Hales family so 

they could save enough money to eventually build their own home. 

Jane was glad she had the comfort and support of Mother Hales20 for 

the birth of her second child, John, who arrived on November 15th 

that year.21 Stephen and Jane were able to move to their new home at 

530 South 200 West in Bountiful22 by the time Mary Jane23 was born 

two years later. Jane gave birth to four more children in their 

Bountiful home: Irvin,24 who died as a toddler, Lydia,25 Loanda26 and 

little Walter,27 who died the same day he was born.  

 
One of the stereoscope photos taken by Stephen Hales of his own 

 home and family. John is standing on the right; the hanging  

portrait is of Johnôs grandfather, Stephen Hales (1820). 
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Stephen worked hard at a number of jobs to support his growing 

family. For a while, he continued toil at the temple site in Salt Lake, 

and ñhauled freight from Salt Lake City to Black Rock Canyon, then 

changed to Eagle Rock, Idaho, and later to Idaho Falls from Rapids 

on the Snake River,ò according to granddaughter Veta May Brown.28 

For her part, Jane cultivated a large kitchen garden and kept a cow for 

milk and cream. In addition, the Hales family had a ñfine orchard of 

all kinds of fruit trees,ò said Veta May. ñFruit was dried and sold over 

what was needed by the family, taking it to Salt Lake City to 

Teasdaleôs dry goods store in exchange for clothing and other things 

needed.ò29  

 
The Hales home was strategically located at the intersection of two of 

the more important and well-traveled roads in town, a bit of luck that 

came in handy when the city of Bountiful decided to move a branch 

of the post office to ñmore convenient locationò in 1882, and 

appointed Stephen as postmaster.30 With the post office now located 

in her front hall, Jane helped sort the mail in her kitchen while eight-

year old Johnny and ten-year old Stephen A. carried the mail pouch 

daily to the Woodôs Cross rail station.31 

 
Not long after Stephen became the postmaster, he set up shop as the 

first photographer in Bountiful.32 It was miraculous to watch him 

capture images of friends and neighbors with his huge camera, and 

Johnny enjoyed helping his father set up the shots, then print the 

resulting photos on special paper. Many of the Hales photos of local 

scenic spots were backed with cardboard and offered for sale in Salt 

Lake City shops,33 and Stephen eventually cultivated a loyal clientele 

for individual and family portraits.  

 

 
Johnôs father took this photo 

of him around 1889. 
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The Hales children (left to right, back to front): 

 Stephen, John, Loa, Mary Jane and Lydia. 
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Hales Hall 
 

Johnny was ten years old when his father decided to build a large 

dance hall just north of their home. Since the railroad ran along the 

east side of the Hales property, Stephen saw an opportunity to 

capitalize on the passing traffic. ñThe train brought people from Salt 

Lake, many whom joined their Bountiful friends in a variety of 

entertainment,ò according to Johnnyôs daughter, Cleo.34 Hales Hall 

began as a small room with portable benches where local programs 

and gatherings could take place, but due to its success, Stephen was 

soon able to enlarge the operation to include a large stage and 

beautiful hardwood floor he installed himself. ñMy father was a very 

good carpenter, so did a lot of the work at odd times,ò said Mary 

Jane.35 Stephen enlisted his boys in building and painting the scenery, 

while Jane and the girls sewed costume and fed the guests and 

players. ñMany a good play was presented there,ò said Cleo,36 such as 

The Mistletoe Bough, Rip Van Winkle and Uncle Tomôs Cabin, as 

well as a selection of operettas, vaudeville, ventriloquists, and 

minstrel shows.37  Dancing and roller skating were also regular 

events. The Hales children owned their own skates and often joined in 

the fun. ñAbout twice a week the young came to spend the evening 

skating, twenty-five cents for each person. Wonderful times learning 

to skate with many with sore heads and skinned knees, but going 

happily home,ò said Mary Jane. 38 

 
  

 
The main entrance to Hales Hall, facing Fifth South Street. 
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With so much activity at Hales Hall, keeping up with the place 

became a family affair.  Everyone who was old enough helped in its 

care and upkeep, which included cleaning and filling the numerous 

coal oil lamps hanging around the room. Johnny and Stephen A. were 

especially helpful when it came to the strenuous job of polishing the 

dance floor and preparing it for the next event by sprinkling sawdust 

and candle wax over the entire surface.39 

 
Refreshments such as sandwiches, cookies, cakes and other treats 

were sold, along with a variety of refreshing drinks, both before and 

after the scheduled events. At some point, Stephen made the 

dangerous decision to offer alcohol to his customers in addition to the 

standard selection of soft drinks. In such a strict LDS community, the 

sale of any type of liquor was frowned upon, but it was a particularly 

scandalous event in a family setting like Hales Hall.  

 

Stigma 
 

Johnnyôs father had for some time privately drifted away from the 

church, and not long after he offered alcohol for sale, Stephen was 

excommunicated ñfor apostasy.ò Everyone in Davis County knew 

about it as the bishop courtôs decision was published in The Deseret 

News in January, 1885.40 In a time when the church was the very 

fabric of community life, excommunication meant more than being 

excluded from Sunday worship. The entire Hales family felt the 

repercussions as whisperings about ñthe apostateò and his dance hall 

circulated around town.  

 
At the same time, federal polygamy raids were being conducted 

throughout Utah, with the aim of destroying what was seen by the 

outside world as the wicked practice of having multiple wives. 

Bounties were offered for capturing polygamists, and more than a few 

locals turned in their neighbors for the cash. When several Bountiful 

men were arrested and charged with cohabitation, as polygamy was 

often referred to, Stephen was suspected of betraying them. He was 

called a ñtattlerò and falsely accused of aiding the marshals, according 

to Mary Jane. 41 

 
Meanwhile, Jane remained faithful and continued to attend church 

with the children.  It was a strain on the family when Stephen enrolled 

Johnny and the other children in the Bliss School, one of the 

protestant schools launched in Utah by outsiders to ñsaveò the 

Mormons through their children. ñOther churches were sent out to 

Utah to convert us. People who did not belong to the [LDS] church 

went to the Bliss School. Many who left the church sent their children 
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there,ò remembered local resident Alvin Moss.42 Johnny completed 

grammar school in the small, rock-faced building,43 only too aware of 

the social stigma attached to him and his fellow students. All of the 

Hales children grew up under the shadow of disgrace brought on by 

their fatherôs excommunication, a shame that lasted well into their 

adulthood.44  
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Chapter 2 
 

{ǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ 
Jeanette 

 

 
ittle Nettie Porter45 was surrounded by family. In the small 

village of Centerville, five miles north of Bountiful. With the 

population hovering around six hundred,46 it was difficult to 

find someone who wasnôt somehow related to one of Nettieôs 

grandparents or great-grandparents.47 Not only were they among the 

early settlers of the town back in 1849, but both of her grandfathers 

were polygamists: Grandfather Porter48 had two wives49 and thirteen 

children, while Grandfather Poole50 had three wives51 and twenty-

eight children. Even after Grandfather Poole and his families left for 

Idaho in 1880, there were plenty of aunts, uncles, cousins and second 

cousins to be found around Davis County.  

 
Nettie was given the name of both her Grandmother Poole [Jeanette52] 

and Grandmother Porter [Rebecca53] by her parents, who went on to 

have ten more children over the next twenty-two years, the last one 

only a few months after Nettie was married and was herself a 

mother.54 Although Nettie had one older and four younger brothers,55 

she was closest to her sisters Ethel,56 Susie,57 and Edna.58  Nettie and 

her sisters were well-known for their fashion sense and were often 

L 

 
Jeanette at the age of two in 1879. 
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referred to around Centerville collectively as ñThe Porter Girls.ò59 

One of Nettieôs granddaughters, Gayle Anderson,60 later recalled how 

the Porter sisters ñhad a reputation in our family of always being very 

óuptown.ô They liked to dress and were a bit snobbish. When anyone 

in the family was acting uppity we would say, óWell, thatôs the Porter 

in you.ôò61  

 
Like all babies in that time and place, Nettie was born at home with 

only a midwife to help her mother, Rebecca,62 through the labor. 

Fortunately, there was plenty of help from family members while 

Rebecca rested in bed after the birth. Grandfather and Grandmother 

Porter lived only three blocks west63 of Nettieôs comfortable home on 

Main Street.64 Her father, Aaron,65 had built the two-story house 

himself from fired red brick on a large lot surrounded by fruit trees 

and a large vegetable garden. 66  

 
 

  

 
The Porter home in Centerville, Utah. 
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Daily Duties 
 

Even though Centerville was located strategically between Ogden and 

Salt Lake, it remained a quiet agricultural town all through Nettieôs 

childhood, with ña single school house, a single church house, one 

house of amusement, one store, one blacksmith shop, one flour mill, 

one Justice of the Peace with his Constable, still with nothing to do,ò 

according to her uncle Nathan,67 although there was a daily mail 

service and even a practicing attorney at law, right there on Main 

Street. The Centerville Coop dry goods and grocery store carried a 

variety of interesting items recently available from big cities back 

east, as well as local items such as the milk, cream and cheese the 

Porters produced for sale on their large dairy farm.68  

 
Aaron ran the dairy farm and orchards for many years with the aid of 

his growing family. All of the children worked at cleaning stalls, 

feeding and milking the cows and helping their mother skim milk and 

make cheese. They also took turns manning the road side stand each 

fall after the fruit was harvested, selling baskets of peaches, apricots 

and ruby red cherries. Sometimes the older children accompanied 

their father on trips to the wholesale Growerôs Market in Salt Lake 

City to sell wagon loads of fresh fruit.69 

 
Chores were assigned as soon as the children were able to follow 

directions, usually around the age of four or five.70 Ethel recalled 

washing the dishes when she was still so small she had to stand on a 

chair to reach the sink, and setting the dinner table with plates and 

silverware before leaving for church on Sundays. ñIt was always set 

for thirteen because Father, who was the bishop of the Centerville 

 
The Centerville Coop where the Porters sold their dairy products. 
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ward, would always bring home an extra person for dinner, someone 

who may have been lonely that day,ò she said. All of the girls helped 

keep the house neat and tidy, but the children were never allowed into 

their parentôs bedroom, even to clean.71 

 
Rebecca Porter was a very neat person, and she saw to it that 

everything in her home was just right. On wash days she required the 

girls to hang out the long row of laundered stockings matched, mated 

and evenly placed over the fence to dry or they had to go back and 

neaten them. All of the familyôs shoes were shined on Saturday night 

before bath time with Vaseline or shoe polish, then lined up in a row 

for Sunday morning. Rebecca reminded her children that even though 

they were somewhat poor and did not have new shoes, there was no 

excuse for not being clean.72 

 
Nettie ñgrew up learning all the fundamentals of good housekeeping 

from a wonderful mother,ò said Cleo, which included sewing to 

perfection on the dependable old treadle machine, turning out the 

frilly white shirtwaists and tapered walking skirts popular at the time, 

and knitting her own wool sweaters and mittens. She also tatted 

decorative lace for collars and handkerchiefs.73 

 
  

 
Nettie, left, and her brothers William and Aaron Porter.  
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Sabbath School 
 

Bishop Porter was well loved and respected during the ten years he 

directed the Centerville ward, a notable accomplishment in the days 

when the church influenced almost every aspect of life, especially in 

such a small town. Some of Bishop Porterôs greatest challenges came 

as he struggled to help families affected by the federal governmentôs 

efforts to stamp out polygamy. By the time Aaron was set apart for 

the job in 1888, the very existence of the church itself was in doubt.  

 
For as long as Nettie could remember, many of her family members 

and neighbors had been forced underground, moving from place to 

place to avoid arrest. Grandfather Poole had gone into hiding for 

several years, and one of his sons, Hyrum Poole,74 was falsely 

arrested even though he himself was not a polygamist. In Centerville, 

even Grandpa Porter, who had lived in peace with his two wives for 

almost thirty years, was under the watchful eye of the federal 

marshals.  

 
Uncle Nathan Porter recalled as many as ñhalf score of our villagers 

in peril. The highly respected involved. In our village, only apostates 

would betray a neighbor.ò75 There were several apostates in 

Centerville, men who had left the church and were viewed by the rest 

of the community with a mixture of suspicion and distrust, especially 

after three local polygamous men were betrayed and spent six months 

in prison.76   

 
Nettie was thirteen years old when the persecutions finally ended in 

1890, after the church declared an end to the practice of polygamy. 

The memories of unjust treatment at the hands of the gentiles would 

remain fresh for many years, both in the Porter family and the larger 

community, surfacing again a few years later when Nettie was 

considering marriage. But for the time being, the Porter family, like 

others in the village, continued on with their worship, strengthening 

their families and faith with scripture reading and ñalways the 

kneeling at the bedside altar.ò77 Under the influence of her parents 

Nettie ñlearned the gospel which she always loved, and gaining a 

strong testimony of its truthfulness,ò according to Cleo.78 

 
Formal church meetings were held a small chapel where every 

Sunday morning at ten a.m. the Saints gathered according to 

ñsomewhat puritanò customs, with ñthe male members of the 

congregation sitting on one side of the church and the female 

members sitting on the other side. It was very uncommon then to see 

a man and wife sit together in church,ò noted local resident David F. 

Smith.79   
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Two of John R. Pooleôs sons, Hyrum Evington Poole (1858-

1944) and William Micajah Poole (1858-1955). 

 

Unjust Persecutions 
 

Nettieôs uncles, Hyrum Poole, son of John R. Pooleôs second wife, 

Jane, and William Poole, by Pooleôs first wife, Jeanette, were 

having a late supper one evening in Menan, Idaho, when ñthere 

was a loud knock on the door, and as Hyrum opened it a gun 

barrel was rammed through and the intruder shouted, óLet us in 

or weôll break the door down!ô Hyrum grabbed the gun barrel 

and threw his weight against the door as his brother and two 

hired men came to assistance. Finally, the persons forcing 

admittance condescended to explain that they were deputies with 

a warrant to search the premises for N.A. Stevens. They were 

permitted to enter at once, but Hyrum reprimanded them for 

attempting to force their way in ólike a band of cutthroats.ô 

Whereupon the leader, one William Hobson, an Eagle Rock 

saloonkeeper, partly intoxicated at the time, swiped him across 

the face with his rifle and said, óConsider your selves under arrest 

for resisting an officer.ô The search proved futile, and as the men 

withdrew they ordered Poole to come along. As he stepped 

outside into the dark, Jobson mashed him over the head with the 

end of his rifle, which cut him badly and knocked him down. Poole 

and another prisoner were taken to Blackfoot and thrown in jail, 

where they remained two days without food, medical attention, a 

hearing or bonds.ò  [See M.D. Beal, A History of Southeastern Idaho 

(Caldwell, Idaho: Caxton Printers, 1942), page 86, 312-13] 
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Making the Grade 
 

As soon as Nettie was old enough, she was enrolled in classes at the 

rock school house built just north of the church. It was only a single 

room with one teacher for the all the students, but Nettie was eager to 

trace out her letters on a folding slate at her desk and practice sums on 

the large blackboard up front with ñcrevice lines to align the pupilsô 

markings.ò80 Reading, writing and arithmetic (ñhistory and geography 

mere desertsò81) were taught ñby rule or strap. If learning was low, 

discipline was highðhigh by painful application.ò82 A few years later 

a graded school with a pair of teachers was opened several blocks 

away on Second South and Second East,83 with ñmore subjects to 

study, more beyond the village school. Going to the university was a 

growing idea.ò84 

 
Aspiring to higher education was a novel idea even for young men of 

the day. Most graduates of grammar school took up a trade to support 

their families, while young women typically married soon after 

receiving their diplomas. For an eighteen-year old young woman such 

as Nettie, attending college was almost revolutionary, but because she 

was intelligent and hard-working, her parents were willing to finance 

her advanced studies in Salt Lake City. ñShe had a good education for 

 
Nettie was petite with soft brown eyes  

and long brown hair. 


