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Chapter 1

Thomas
A Boyhood in England

The beautiful countryside surrounding Suckley,
Worcestershire, is much the same as it was in the 1830s.

T

homas,1 the only child of John Hyrum2 and Susannah3 Green,
enjoyed a happy childhood on his father’s farm in Suckley,
Worcestershire, until his mother’s sudden and premature death
in 1834. It was only natural for Susannah Burrup,4 his maternal
grandmother, to take the six-year old boy in; Thomas was far too
young to be left on his own while his father worked in the fields, and
the boy was already a well-loved visitor at the Burrup home, which
was just down the lane. Grandmother Burrup agreed to keep Thomas
at her home when John Hyrum remarried six months later, and after
Grandfather Burrup’s5 death in 1838, she and Thomas were
welcomed into Uncle John Burrup’s6 household7 with his wife
Martha,8 ten-year old son James9 and baby Emma.10
Family ties were close in this rural community. Uncle John’s first
wife, Ann,11 was sister to Thomas’ new stepmother, Susannah
Phillips,12 and Susannah’s brother Edward13 was a close friend to
John Hyrum Green. Many members of the extended Green, Burrup
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and Phillips families worshipped together in a branch of the United
Brethren church, a break-off Methodist group seeking a more pure
form of Christianity through scripture study and daily prayer. Edward
Phillips was especially active in the church, serving as a lay minister
in the nearby Frome’s Hill area, and when the superintendent of the
United Brethren, Thomas Kington, announced he had been baptized
into the true and restored church of Jesus Christ in March, 1840,
Edward went to investigate. Wilford Woodruff, an elder in the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, spoke of the Book of
Mormon, ancient scriptures translated by modern day prophet Joseph
Smith, who held the power of God’s priesthood. Elder Woodruff’s
message was compelling. After attending a second meeting several
days later, Edward was baptized by Elder Woodruff in a pond on the
John Benbow farm, eight miles south of Suckley.14
The Good News of a restored gospel spread quickly among the
United Brethren; by May more than three hundred and twenty people
had been baptized, including John Hyrum and Susannah Green,15
Grandmother Burrup,16 John and Martha Burrup, Edward’s mother
Mary Phillips,17 and number of other extended family members.18
Eventually all of the Brethren except one became Latter-day Saints,
as well as almost a thousand people from other congregations. The
new converts were not only grateful for their new found knowledge of
the gospel, but desirous to be among fellow believers in church
headquarters at Nauvoo, Illinois, here they could learn from the
Prophet Joseph Smith himself. They arranged to immigrate to
America as soon as possible.

The pond at John Benbow’s farm.
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A view of the harbor from Quebec’s Citadel in 1840.

Sailing Toward Nauvoo
One hundred members were ready to depart on the Carolina, bound
for Quebec, Canada, in August, 1841,19 among them Edward Phillips,
Mary Phillips, Susannah Burrup, John Hyrum, Susannah and their
daughters, and fifteen-year old Thomas. Unable to immigrate right
away, John and Martha Burrup agreed to send John’s ten-year old son
James on ahead to Nauvoo with his grandmothers and uncles.
Unfortunately, John, Martha and other Suckley members fell away
from the church eight years later and remained in England.20
The eight week voyaged which seemed “tedious” to the adults was
one big adventure for Thomas and his cousin James, who enjoyed
having the run of the ship. They listened as sailors barked out orders
and watched the ocean for dolphins, all while making friends among
other passengers, including an old gentleman who gave James a
smooth, clear stone with wavy blue lines running through it he
claimed was a “peep stone.”21 Upon their arrival in Quebec, President
Thomas Richardson arranged for the group’s passaged by steamer
through Montreal, Kingston and Toronto before proceeding by mule
train past Niagara Falls to Buffalo, New York. Another steamer
transported the immigrants to Chicago, where they hired wagon teams
for the three hundred mile trek to Nauvoo. They finally arrived in late
October after an exhausting ten week journey.22
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The Green and Phillips found temporary housing in Nauvoo, where
they spent the winter making plans for permanent settlement come
spring. John Hyrum and his family chose to remain in Nauvoo, but
Edward bought land in Camp Creek, a settlement fifteen miles east of
the city,23 where he set up a farm during the summer of 1842, joined
by Grandmother Phillips,24 Grandmother Burrup,25 James and
Thomas.26 Thomas was content to work alongside his uncle and
cousin in the fields, occasionally hitching a ride into Nauvoo to visit
his father and stepmother.
Nauvoo was a city of progress, with homes and shops going up so
quickly building became the biggest business in town. By 1844,
Nauvoo was rivaled in size and importance only by Chicago, a
development which threatened neighboring communities opposed to
the Mormon’s group solidarity, conservative politics and strange
religious doctrines. Soon hostilities were growing among Illinois’
original settlers faster than Nauvoo itself, and anti-Mormons became
determined to remove the Saints from the state. It began with vicious
attacks in the press which soon escalated into physical assaults in the
smaller towns near Nauvoo where the Saints were more vulnerable.

Exodus
Former members of the church became some of the Prophet’s most
dangerous enemies. One of the most vicious attacks was published by
William Law, a counselor to Joseph Smith before his
excommunication, who printed a scathing opposition newspaper
several blocks east of the temple itself. The first and only issue of the
Nauvoo Expositor accused the Prophet of blasphemy, “spiritual
wifery,” and grasping for ruinous political power meant to destroy
anyone who opposed to him. Nauvoo’s city council, with Joseph at its
head, ruled the newspaper a slanderous public nuisance and ordered
the press destroyed. Less than two hours after the council’s decision,
the press was dismantled, its type scattered and any remaining copies
of the Expositor burned. Instead of removing the threat against
Nauvoo’s leadership, the Expositor’s destruction led to the arrest of
Joseph, his brother Hyrum and several other church leaders. It was
while Joseph and his friends were jailed at nearby Carthage awaiting
trial that a mob stormed the building, murdering Joseph and Hyrum
on 27 June, 1844.
Despite his enemies’ expectations, the Prophet’s death failed to
destroy the church. Under Brigham Young’s leadership the church
continued to grow, and Nauvoo with it as converts streamed into the
city, inspiring anti-Mormons to increase their violence in response.

7

Scattered attacks called “wolf hunts” terrorized outlying
communities, including Camp Creek, where a group of eight farmers
harvesting their fields was surrounded by a mob and whipped
severely in July, 1846.27 It was obvious there would never be peace
for the Saints, who were advised to move into Nauvoo for protection
while church leaders organized a mass exodus to the west. Edward,
Mary Phillips, Susanna and James Burrup, and Thomas Green
probably sought shelter with the John Hyrum and Susannah in their
Nauvoo home on Mulholland Street, only a few blocks east of the
temple. Grandmother Phillips was ill during the evacuation,28 and
Grandmother Burrup may have died around this time.29 It was only
the beginning of the many trials and tribulations the Green family
would suffer over the next few years.

The wide Mississippi River near Nauvoo, Illinois.
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Chapter 2

Mary Ann
Growing Up on the Frontier

Mary Ann was born near her uncle John Huntsman’s
mill in Elkhart, Indiana.

I

t took a certain kind of man to carve civilization out of the raw
wilderness, and the Huntsman men were worthy of such a
challenge. Peter Huntsman30 and his brothers were in continual
search of the very edge of America’s frontier, pushing it back with
their plows and moving on once it was tamed. The Huntsman wives
were accustomed to pulling up stakes every few years with their
husbands, giving birth along the way and raising their children in
rough log cabins. Peter’s wife Catherine31 had already given birth to
three sons in the settlement of Perry, Ohio, and now readied her
family to push farther west in the spring of 1830. There were new
lands opening up on the prairies of Elkhart County, Indiana, and the
Huntsmans were once again anxious to make their mark.
Peter’s brothers Jesse32 and John,33 as well as several aunts and uncles
and their families teamed up to make the journey through wilderness
so raw it was occasionally necessary for the men to ax their way
through dense undergrowth and double up their ox teams to pull the
heavy wagons through marshes and swamps.34 Uncles John35 and
Jacob Stayner,36 and cousin James W. Huntsman,37 stopped as soon as
the party reached the open prairie, becoming the second group of
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settlers to file for land in what eventually became Jackson Township,
but Peter and Catherine pushed onward some eighty miles west to
Lake County,38 where Catherine gave birth to her first daughter, Mary
Ann,39 in late November of that year.40
Peter and Catherine returned to Elkhart before Mary Ann was a year
old,41 settling not far from where Peter’s brother John had built a grist
mill along the St. Joseph River,42 moving yet again two years later to
a spread of eight acres Peter purchased in Steuben County, Indiana.43
By this time five-year old Mary Ann was still the only girl in her
family, surrounded by three older and two brothers: William,44
Alfred,45 James,46Cyrus,47 and Levi.48 She was dotted on by everyone,
especially her mother, who insisted her daughter’s name was never to
be shortened to “Mary,” but was always “Mary Ann.” 49

The Gospel is Declared
Not long after Peter and Catherine broke ground on their new farm,
preachers from a new religion passed through Indiana, bringing news
of a latter-day prophet who not only spoke with God, but had by the
power of His priesthood translated an ancient text, a second witness
of Jesus Christ. Almost all of the Huntsmans accepted baptism into
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, including Peter and
Catherine sometime in 1834. Peter’s brother James50 and his wife
Mary51 sold their land in nearby Lagrange County that September,
returning to Perry, Ohio,52 twenty miles outside of Kirtland, Ohio,
where the Saints were building a temple to the Lord. Peter and
Catherine remained in Lagrange County, meeting with Indiana
believers while they readied themselves to join the Saints gathering
with the Prophet Joseph Smith in the new church headquarters at Far
West, Missouri.

Perry, Ohio, in the mid-1800s.
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One of the stones from Haun’s Mill displayed as a
memorial to those who died there in October, 1838.

Haun’s Mill, 1838
The moment finally arrived in 1837 when the Perry congregation was
ready to leave for Missouri. Peter and Catherine joined the fiftywagon train led by Jacob Myers, a wealthy Ohio miller, who planned
to settle in a small village twelve miles east of Far West where Jacob
Haun had established a mill along Shoal Creek several years earlier.
The extended Huntsman family took up land next to each other, with
James on a section of improved land two miles north east of the mill
itself.53 Peter’s sister Elizabeth,54 along with her husband Jacob
Potts,55 took ownership of eighty acres several miles due east of the
mill,56 putting in twenty acres of crops, including four acres of corn
and eight acres of wheat.57 Brother-in-law Levi Steltz58 entered forty
acres of land in the same neighborhood.59 Brothers John,60 Jacob61
and his wife Catherine Huntsman,62 and Peter and Catherine settled in
the area near their family and friends.63 These early settlers were soon
joined by a number of other Saints from Ohio and Indiana, and by
October, 1838, there were approximately one hundred Mormon
families living near Haun’s Mill.

Life was pleasant and quiet at Haun’s Mill, where the Saints looked
forward to living together in peace. Unfortunately, there was a rising
tide of hostility among old settlers who were felt increasingly
threatened by the Saints’ religion, politics and their ever increasing
numbers. After a series of conflicts between the Saints and local anti-
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Mormons, Missouri Governor Lilburn W. Boggs issued an order to
treat Mormons as enemies who “must be exterminated or driven from
the state, if necessary, for the public good.”64 The order was not only
an expression of popular opinion, it was just the excuse a number of
the Saint’s enemies were looking for to force these “peculiar people”
out and take over their lands.
On 28 October, a group of Saints led by Joseph Young rolled into
Haun’s Mill for a few days rest before continuing on to Far West. 65
Members of the wagon train pitched their tents near the mill, where
they spent the next two days mingling with residents and sharing their
mounting concern over threats to the settlement. Some residents in
outlying areas gathered to the mill for protection on 29 October. What
few guns the Mormons had were stockpiled in the blacksmith shop,
where it was agreed men would take cover in case of an attack.
The afternoon of Tuesday, 30 October was “very pleasant, the sun
shone clear; all was tranquil,” according to Joseph Young, who
watched from a cabin door as children played along the banks of
Shoal Creek.66 A number of men were in the vicinity, some tasked
with guarding the mill, others attending to their chores or waiting for
their grist, among them Jacob Potts, Levi Steltz, three of the
Huntsmen men,67 and handful of their former Ohio neighbors.
Around four o’clock the quite of the settlement was broken by more
than two hundred armed men on horseback “advance[ing] through the
scattering trees…direct[ing] their course towards the mills with all
possible speed,” recalled Joseph Young. Women and children
scattered for safety in the nearby woods, while thirty-two men and
three boys ran for cover in the blacksmith shop, among them Jacob
Potts. Cries for peace were met with the discharge of rifles as the mob
advanced on the shop, surrounding it on three sides and firing through
the unchinked spaces between the logs at point-blank range. Among
the nineteen men who tried to escape the carnage by running into the
woods was Jacob Potts, who was hit twice in his right leg, but
managed to crawl through the underbrush to David Lewis’ house
where he borrowed a horse and rode home. 68
The Missourians found eight dead, four wounded and three boys
hiding inside the shop. While an uninjured man was taken prisoner
and later released, the rest were shot on the spot, even ten-year old
Sardius Smith, who pleaded for his life. A militiaman put a gun to the
boy’s head and shot him, saying “Nits will make lice, and if he had
lived he would have become a Mormon.” Outside the shop, elderly
Thomas McBride was shot with his own gun as he tried to surrender,
after which he was mutilated with a corn knife and left on the stream
bank. Not satisfied with murder, the mob “proceeded to rob the
houses, wagons and tents of bedding and clothing, drove off horses
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and wagons, leaving widows and orphans destitute of the necessaries
of life and even stripped the clothing from the bodies of the slain,”
said Joseph Young.69
Those fortunate enough to escape through the forest huddled in the
bushes all night, fearful of the mob’s return. “Such a dreadful night
we spent! Men, women and children lying there and there. Such
mourning for their dear ones! Everything was in an uproar. Words
cannot describe the awful scene,” said Olive Eames.70 As morning
dawned, family members searched for the loved ones, finding
seventeen dead and thirteen wounded, many of them former Richland
County church members.71
There were not enough men left to dig proper graves, so a few
survivors led by led by Joseph Young carried the bodies on a plank to
a large, unfinished well where the dead were slid in and covered with
hay and dirt. The militia returned to the mill the next day, “blowing
their bugles, firing their guns and yelling like demons, showing
themselves hostile,”72 claiming they were there to bury the dead.
Instead, they “passed through the neighborhood painted, plundering
whatever they could get their hands on.” 73 Several days later a group
of men took possession of the mill, killing stock and threatening the
lives of the survivors. A few Mormons were taken prisoner for over a
week, and while they were eventually released, the mob “threatened
the lives of all the Mormons and ordered them out of the state upon
pain of extermination.”74
Taking no chances, the surviving men hid themselves for weeks while
mobbers roamed the settlement, killing hogs and robbing bee stands
and hen houses. John Hammer, whose father Austin Hammer was
killed, recalled “those prowling fiends who like demons of hell had
murdered the innocent and robbed them of their raiment, were still
lurking around watching for new victims. Especially all the male
members of the neighborhood had to keep concealed. The moment
the mob got sight of them, they were shot at. The women were not
quite so closely hunted and they, by being extremely cautious,
managed to convey water and food to their husbands, sons and
brothers, to keep them from famishing. Myself and cousin had to
sleep in shocks of corn or in the brush for two or three weeks, not
daring to enter the house, and we were kept from starving by the food
which our mothers and sisters managed to convey to us. The nights
were cold and frosty, which added seriously to our affliction.”75
At ten years of age, Mary Ann was old enough to understand the
danger she and her family were in, but she tried to be brave for her
mother’s sake, taking food to her father and teenaged brothers hiding
in the forest until it was safe for them to return home.
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The impossibility of defending the Saints against such legalized
attacks became all too clear. Joseph Smith and other leaders
surrendered and were imprisoned, leaving Brigham Young to relocate
over twelve thousand Saints across the Mississippi River. The
Huntsmans joined other Haun’s Mill Saints in departing for
temporary refuge in Illinois by February, leaving with barley enough
blankets and food to make the two hundred mile journey.

The Nauvoo temple as seen from the Iowa side of
the Mississippi River in the 1840s.

The City of Nauvoo
The trail eastward into Illinois ended at the town of Quincy for many
of the Saints, including Mary Ann and her family, where they were
fed and housed by citizens sympathetic to their plight. By May, 1839,
Joseph Smith had purchased lands in and around Commerce, Illinois,
a small river town he renamed Nauvoo, and called all Saints to join
him there. Mary Ann’s parents were among the first to arrive in the
new church headquarters, pitching their tents alongside thousands of
other Saints who were willing to drain swamps, clear land and build
new homes. Peter and his teenaged sons worked hard, building a
cabin for the family and planting a large kitchen garden nearby. All
was ready when Catherine gave birth to little Margaret76 in late
October, Mary Ann’s only sister.
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The Huntsmans were full of confidence in the new life they were
working toward. Thousands of Saints flocked to Nauvoo over the next
few years, and soon the city was almost as large as Chicago. Peter had
found a home only a few blocks north east of the temple lot, where
Mary Ann could watch as the sandstone walls rose slowly above the
rooftops and where she could catch a glimpse of the Prophet himself
when he came to visit the worksite. Occasionally, Peter hitched up the
wagon and took the entire family out to the country where Uncle
James had a farm, but Mary Ann preferred being in Nauvoo, where it
was easy to make friends her own age.
As comfortable as life in Nauvoo was for the Huntsmans, it couldn’t
last forever. Once again the concentration of conservative, religious
Saints posed a threat to non-Mormons, who conspired to drive the
Saints from Illinois. Vicious attacks in the press targeted not just the
church in general, but the Prophet himself. Former church member
William Law printed a scathing article in the Nauvoo Expositor, a
newspaper considered such a “public nuisance” the city council, with
Joseph at its head, ordered the press destroyed in June, 1844. Outrage
over the Expositor’s destruction ultimately led to Joseph Smith’s
arrest later that month. It was while the Prophet and several other
church leaders were being held at Carthage jail awaiting trial that
Joseph and his brother Hyrum were murdered by a mob on 27 June,
1844.
Even after the Prophet’s death, the church continued to prosper, and
Nauvoo along with it, causing the old settlers to intensify their
persecutions. Attacks in the press escalated into personal assaults,
beginning with outlying communities where the Saints were most
vulnerable. Uncle James and his companions were severely whipped
by a mob while harvesting wheat in July, 1846,77 followed by many
more incidents. Church leaders knew these events would only become
more violent and began making plans to move the entire church to a
safe place in the west.
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Chapter 3

Refuge in Iowa
Starting Over

The land surrounding Winter Quarters and Kanesville
was empty and ready for settlement in the 1840s.

T

he first of more than twelve-thousand Saints to leave Nauvoo
crossed the frozen Mississippi River in early February, 1846,
under Brigham Young’s leadership. It soon became clear to
President Young that his followers would not be able to travel across
the Great Plains until the next spring. A place where the wagon trains
could winter over was selected on the Missouri River’s west bank and
by the end of September the spot had been divided into eight hundred
and twenty lots laid out in what would become Winter Quarters,
Nebraska. Almost four thousand people were settled there by the end
of the year, with another twenty-five hundred camped on Indian lands
on the east side of the Missouri River, and several thousand more
spread out at various places across Iowa.
Thomas, who by this time was a hearty twenty year old, travelled
with Grandmother Phillips and Uncle Edward’s family when they left
Nauvoo in May, 1846. It was a difficult journey over three hundred
miles of rough, muddy roads.78 “Travelling through Iowa and the
season being very wet, it was very laborious to get through,” said
Edward. “We had to travel the ground three or four times over to help
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each other.”79 The party arrived well before cold weather set in,
choosing to build a log cabin in Council Point, a sizable settlement
just across the river from Winter Quarters.80 Mary Ann’s family
farmed briefly in Wapello County, Iowa, eighty-five miles east of
Nauvoo,81 joining the rest of the Saints near Winter Quarters before
the snows began to fall.82
The winter of 1846-47 was long and miserable. Hastily built log
cabins, with their sod roofs and dirt floors, did little to protect against
the elements. Sickness and death were common throughout all the
LDS settlements that winter. Too many people had left Nauvoo ill
prepared for their journey, with little in the way of provisions, and the
strains of the trek coupled with punishing weather contributed to
everyone’s suffering. Church leaders addressed the people’s needs by
organizing settlements into wards where both their temporal and
spiritual essentials could be met. Church meetings were held twice a
week with sermons meant to lift the Saint’s moral. Brigham Young
even encouraged the wards to celebrate from time to time with
dinners and dancing. It may have been at one of these social activities
that Thomas first met seventeen-year old Mary Ann, who turned out
to be just what Thomas was looking for. The young couple was
married on the first day of February, 1847. 83
Preparations for the continued journey west were made all winter, and
by early April, 1847, Brigham Young’s advance company was ready
to depart for the west. Several other companies followed over the
summer and by October, two thousand pioneers had made the trek.
Those Saints who remained behind abandoned Winter Quarters,
which had been a temporary camp from the beginning, spreading out
into the surrounding Iowa settlements. Thomas and Mary Ann set up
housekeeping in Lake Branch, just outside of Kanesville, then the
largest Mormon town, not far from the John Hyrum and Susannah
Green family.84
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An old map showing the original location of Indian
Creek Township, just outside of Emerson, Iowa.

Becoming Family
With so many people relocating to Iowa, Kanesville quickly became a
“fine, flourishing town” with over sixteen stores, two printing offices,
five hotels, eight wagon shops, seven blacksmiths and five
physicians.85 It was easy to become too comfortable on the Iowa
frontier, and while most of the Saints planned on eventually
immigrating to Salt Lake City, others procrastinated. Among the
many people who continued west were John Hyrum and Susannah
Green, who left with the last wagon train of the 1849 season. 86
Thomas and Mary Ann elected to join the Huntsman brothers and
their families at Indian Creek, forty miles southeast of Kanesville, an
area that was still wide, open frontier. Peter, Catherine and their seven
children became the second family to settle at Indian Creek,87 where
there were “very few whites and a great many Indians.”88 Mary Ann
and her new husband Thomas Green built their own cabin nearby on a
knoll overlooking the valley. They were soon joined by James and
Jacob Huntsman, who settled in next to each other with their own
families. 89
As a reminder that Iowa’s LDS settlements were never meant to be
permanent, a letter was issued from Salt Lake City in September,
1851, calling for any remaining Saints to come to Utah right away
“and fail not…What are you waiting for? Have you any good excuse
for not coming? No!” Brother Brigham thundered.90 In response,
almost all of the more dedicated members of the church pulled out of
Iowa during the next few years, including James Huntsman.91 At the
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same time, the population of Indian Creek and the surrounding towns
in Mills County was booming as non-Mormon pioneers moved in.92
With the increase of “gentile” settlers came an upswing in tensions
between the two groups. “Strenuous efforts” were made to undermine
the Mormons’ influence in the area, including denying them basic
civil rights such as voting and sitting on juries.93 Such treatment
contributed to many Saints’ willingness to leave for Utah as soon as
possible, and not long after Brigham’s call, almost the entire Mormon
population of Indian Creek had departed.94

Members of a Mormon train ready their wagons
to depart for the West.

Pushing on to Zion
There may have been several reasons why Thomas and Mary Ann
remained behind at Indian Creek with the Peter and Jacob Huntsman
families. Their spiritual diligence may have slowly lapsed, or the
appeal of their new farms could have been too strong, but the sudden
death of Mary Ann’s father probably influenced their decision not to
join the last Mormon trains headed west in 1853.95 Peter and one his
nephews were working in a field in early February of that year when
an argument over a pig96 turned violent. The younger man struck
Peter to the earth with a heavy iron hoe, killing him on the spot. The
nephew disappeared, never to be heard from again.97 Peter was buried
not far from where he died, the first grave in what later became the
North Grove cemetery. Widowed at the age of fifty-six, Catherine
Huntsman lost any desire she may have had to leave her farm. Her
son William arranged for Catherine to live independently in her own
home, tending to her needs as required over the years.98
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Thomas and Mary Ann were content to remain on their Indian Creek
farm near the Huntsmans, especially as children were added to their
household. Mary Ann’s first child, a son she named William,99 was
born in April, 1850, followed by John,100 Levi,101 Joseph,102 Robert103
and Susannah,104 all two years apart. Farming was profitable, life was
good, and there was no further talk of moving west.
The Greens and Huntsmans were not the only Saints who remained
isolated from church headquarters in Utah. There were a number of
LDS families in Iowa who were unable or unwilling to make the final
push to Salt Lake City, eventually blending into the surrounding
communities.105 By 1853, there was also an emerging movement
among disenchanted and former members in the mid-west to
reorganize the church with Joseph Smith’s son as its leader. Even
before Joseph Smith III accepted leadership of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in 1860, believers were
slowly gathering support. Missionaries from Salt Lake City were not
only called to preach the gospel to non-members in the late 1850s, but
to encourage the Iowa Saints’ return to Utah. It was with such a
commission that Mary Ann’s cousin, Gabriel Huntsman,106 arrived in
Mills County in June, 1857.
Gabriel was warmly received by “Aunt Caty,” who gave him some
socks before he spent several day visiting his cousins, helping
William and Alfred107 with farm work while discussing gospel topics
and encouraging everyone to emigrate. “I got his family in the notion
of going to the Valley,” he wrote in his journal after spending the
night with Alfred.108 In the end, William and Alfred’s families
remained in Iowa, but Gabriel did have some influence with several
of his other cousins. Mary Ann’s younger brother Levi immigrated to
Utah in 1861,109 followed two years later by Mary Ann and Thomas
Green, who left for Utah with their children around 1863.110

Mary Ann’s mother, Catherine (Steltz) Huntsman,
remained behind in Iowa, where she died in 1885.
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Chapter 4

Kaysville
Home at Last

Near the site of Thomas and Mary Ann Huntsman’s
Mutton Hollow farm.

A

bandoning their Iowa farm was one of the hardest things
Thomas and Mary Ann had ever done, but as they bid
goodbye to family they would never see again, their
commitment to the gospel was renewed. The Greens and their six
children, ranging from thirteen-year old William to baby Susannah,
walked a thousand miles to Salt Lake City in 1863, where they were
met by Thomas’ father John Hyrum. They were immediately
welcomed into John Hyrum and Susannah’s comfortable home in
Kaysville, an agricultural community twenty-five miles north of Salt
Lake.111
It didn’t take long for Thomas to find productive farm land just south
of the Mountain Road in Kaysville’s Mutton Hollow area, where a
comfortable log home stood facing the majestic Wasatch Range.112
The Green property ran across several crests and small valleys,
allowing fields of valuable alfalfa to be grown in the hollows and
large orchards of apples, peaches, plums, cherries and pears on the
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bench. Thomas became expert in growing and grafting his own trees,
passing the skill along to his sons, who worked alongside their father.
The Greens soon made a good living selling their fresh fruit in Ogden
and Salt Lake, processing and drying the excess for shipment to
neighboring towns and states.113
Mary Ann busied herself at home with cooking, cleaning and caring
for the children. She gave birth to five more babies over the next nine
years, beginning with James114 in June, 1864, followed by Rosabel115
in 1866, Cass116 in 1869, Julia117 in 1871, and Alfred118 in 1873. Not
only did Mary Ann care for her own babies, but as a midwife she
often helped other women through their confinement, earning the
reputation of being kind and gentle. She was skilled at nursing with
the natural remedies of the day, treating a cold with onion syrup and a
mustard plaster, easing diarrhea with rice water and rheumatism with
a cider vinegar and liniment. In an age of high child mortality, all
twelve of Mary Ann’s children survived to adulthood.
It was up to Mary Ann to see to it the children were baptized, an
event she scheduled for William, John and Levi on same day, 14
November, 1867. She and Thomas were sealed in Salt Lake’s
endowment house the following month, but the burdens of daily life
eventually eroded the Green’s intentions of regular church attendance,
and the family drifted into inactivity,119 relying on faith, good works
and occasional ward activities for spiritual support.

What’s In a Name
Mary Ann was adamant that she be
remembered correctly. Granddaughter
Elizabeth Tall recalled how Mary Ann balked
at Elizabeth’s christening. “I was christened
Elizabeth Mary Green. Grandma Green didn’t
hardly accept that,” according to Elizabeth.
“She said, ‘My name is Mary Ann and I want
her name to be Mary Ann.’ She was jealous,
but I was named Elizabeth Mary and they’re
both my grandmothers.” Interview with
Elizabeth (Green) Tall (Kaysville, Utah), by Anne
(Nace) Dawson, November, 1997.
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Not long after the birth of Mary Ann’s last child she began planning
weddings for the older children, beginning with John in 1875. Joseph
and Susannah moved north to Weber County after their marriages, but
everyone else stayed in Kaysville to raise their families, delighting
Mary Ann, who loved being surrounded by her ever increasing brood
of grandchildren and made every effort to center her life around them.
She was pleased by the party her children hosted for her sixty-fifth
birthday, “a festive and happy gathering,” as reported by the local
newspaper. “Her children and grandchildren prepared a surprise on
her and in the evening called upon her laden with an abundance of the
good things of life. A sumptuous lunch was served and the evening
was spent in general rejoicing. There were nine children, eighteen
grandchildren and a host of friends present.”120 Thomas was later
given his own party during which “a very enjoyable time was had
feasting on berries, ice cream and other luxuries.”121

Thomas and Mary Ann remained active as the years wore on, and by
the turn of the twentieth century they celebrated their fiftieth wedding
anniversary with dinner and dancing.122 “Mr. Green is still fond of the
merry dance,” according to The Davis County Clipper, 123 which in
another edition remarked on how “this aged couple showed the young
people how to dance the French four.”124

A Harper’s Weekly illustration of Salt Lake City in 1866,
complete with notable buildings and church leaders.

29

Thomas and Mary Ann Green

Hard Blows
The Greens were “both happy and enjoying life as much as
anybody”125 when they received the shocking news of their son Levi’s
death in May, 1903, at the age of forty-seven. Levi had arrived at his
home in the wee hours of 13 May, drunk and despondent after an allnight binge. By ten o’clock that morning he saw no reason to live and
propping a rifle against his chest, called out a goodbye to his wife
Hannah126 in the next room, asking her to take care of the children.
Hannah rushed into the room “just as her husband leaned forward and
pulled the trigger of the rifle. She made an effort to knock the weapon
out of his hands, but was unsuccessful. A second later the deed had
been committed. The bullet plowed its way through the breast, taking
an upward course, passed through the shoulder and came out just
above the shoulder blade.”127 Thomas and Mary Ann gathered with
the rest of their family at Levi’s house, trying to comfort Hannah and
spending a few last hours with their son. Levi lingered in agony until
early the next morning when he succumbed to his wounds. “Although
he was a man who drank considerable at time his life was worthy of a
better end,” noted the Ogden Standard Examiner. “The whole
community is shocked at the dreadful occurrence.” 128
Thomas and Mary Ann suffered another terrible blow several years
later during one of Davis County’s infamous east winds. Hurricane
force winds occasionally blew in over the mountains during late fall,
damaging crops and buildings, but the wind of 21 October, 1906, was
“by far the most disastrous calamity in the history of Davis County,”
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according to The Davis County Clipper.129 Almost everyone suffered
some kind of loss as haystacks disappeared and even substantial brick
buildings were toppled. “East winds increase all night until daylight,”
wrote nearby resident Levi Haywood in his diary. “Board and roof
flying all about, part of our shed is gone, stable and outhouse gone.
New bank building roof and fire walls falling, wind blows harder all
afternoon, canning factory roof gone. Boiler room to roller mill blows
down. The Nance Saloon falls flat. All trains on all railroads not
running. All telegraph, telephone and light wires down.” 130 Thomas
and Mary Ann’s aging home was especially vulnerable, located as it
was on a ridge, and as the gale increased the Greens feared for their
lives. “They fled from their home and sought safety in a cellar and
had not been out of the building three minutes when the roof went off
and dropped at the feet of one of the members of the family who had
gone back to the house after something,” reported the Clipper. “It was
quite a shock to Mrs. Green as she is almost an invalid anyway.”131

Mary Ann had been bedridden with illness the previous year and had
not improved much,132 and now with her house in shambles, she
needed looking after. Cass and her husband Alex Dawson133 took the
Greens in for a few months on their nearby farm in Layton, doing
what they could to help, including calling Dr. Gleason in from time to
time. In the end, there was little even Dr. Gleason could do to turn
back the ravages of time. Mary Ann died at the age of seventy-eight
on 31 March, 1907.134

Lucy Bell
Although Thomas had come down with a touch of rheumatism a few
years previously,135 he remained “quite hale and hearty yet and can do
a good days work,”136 even as he approached the age of eighty.
Thomas was also lonely enough after Mary Ann’s death to seek a new
wife four months later, choosing sixty-four year old English emigrant
Lucy McMann,137 from Kaysville. Thomas and Lucy were married on
1 August, 1907, in the county seat of Farmington.138
Lucy’s early life in London was full of hardships. Her father John
Bell139 died when Lucy was only four years old, forcing her mother140
and older sister Eliza141 to work long hours in a laundry to support
little Lucy and her brother John.142 Some hope for a better life came
when the Widow Bell was converted to the church in 1849, and plans
were made to someday immigrate to America. Eliza and her mother
worked and saved for the family’s passage, but before they were able
to save enough money, Widow Bell died, followed two years later by
the death of John, leaving Eliza and Lucy on their own.143 The sisters
refused to give up on their dream of living among the Utah Saints,
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putting away what few coins they could. After Eliza married fellow
convert Charles Jones144 in 1861, the threesome finally set sail for
America on the William Tapscott145 the following year with a church
company, completing the journey in the Joseph Horn wagon train,
arriving Salt Lake City in October, 1862. 146
Lucy lived with Eliza and Charles in Salt Lake City until she became
the plural wife of Edward Tullidge147 in August, 1863, at the age of
twenty. Edward, another English convert, was a noted Mormon editor
and author of five books who married two other women the same day
Lucy became his wife. His troubled relationship with the LDS church
eventually led him to join with the apostate Godbeite movement148
and later the Reorganized church,149 where he served a mission
preaching against the very polygamy he had once practiced. Lucy was
young enough to remarry after Edward’s apostasy, but who her
husband was and whether the marriage ended in divorce or death in
unknown.
Thomas and Lucy lived quietly on their farm, visiting friends and
hosting the grandchildren for Sunday dinners. Both of the Greens
travelled when necessary to visit distant family members. Lucy kept
in touch with Eliza, who by then widowed and living on her Bountiful
farm.150 Thomas, accompanied by several of his children, journeyed
by train to Grace, Idaho, during the summer of 1908, after James’
skull was fractured during a baseball game,151 returning home only
after his son was on the mend.
Several years later it was Thomas who was in serious condition, laid
up with gangrene in his lower limb after a farming accident.152 Dr.
Ingram tended to Thomas’ leg for three months during the summer of
1910, but was unable to stop the damage. Thomas died of blood
poisoning on the morning of 13 August at the age of eighty-four.153
Lucy remained on the farm for some years after her husband’s death,
until the spring of 1929, when, at the age of eighty-six, she was in
frail health and financial distress, a situation the Board of County
Commissioners sought to address.154 Lucy spent her last years living
in Bountiful, cared for by her niece Elizabeth Ashby155and her
husband John.156 Lucy died after a long battle with cancer on 4 June,
1931.157 The Ashbys held a small funeral for Lucy in their home158
and purchased a plot for her in the Kaysville cemetery,159 not far from
the tall grey pillar marking the graves of Thomas and Mary Ann.160
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The details once carved on Thomas and Mary Ann’s
headstone have almost completely worn away with time.
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